
by JEANNETTE M. FITZWILLIAMS 

Size Distribution of Income in 1962 

T, HE personal income of families and 
unattaclied individuals totaled $419 bil
lion" in 1962, up $23 billion from 1961. 
This rise compares with increases of $14 
and $16 billion in the 2 previous years. 

Average income per consumer unit 
Avas $7,140, as compared with $6,920 
for 1961. The modal or most frequent 
amount in 1962 was $4,720, while the 
median income—the amount that di
vided families and unattached individ
uals into two equal groups—was $5,840. 

The consumer units receiving this in
come consisted of the 47 million families 
of two or more persons related by blood, 
marriage, adoption, and of llK million 
individuals not attached to families. 

In 1962, an estimated 10.9 million 
units had incomes above $10,000. This 
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represented a rise of 1 million over 1961 
for the comparable group. This group 
constituted 19 percent of all consumer 
units in 1962 compared with 17 percent 
in 1961. With the upward shift of 
units along the income scale increases 
were also registered by the intermediate 
groups having incomes of $6,000-
$10,000. These were estunated to con
tain 17.5 million families and unat
tached individuals, a rise of 0.8 million^ 
over the previous year. Since the 
number of new entrants into this group 
is partly offset by the number of those 
leaving it for higher income classes, the 
proportion of units—29 percent—is 
identical with that shown in 1961. 

Rise in real income 

When the increase in personal income 
is corrected for price changes, average 
real income is found to have risen 2 
percent above the 1961 level—an in
crease of $160 in real purchasing power. 

Increases in average family incomes 
have occurred in most years of rising 
total income. In terms of 1962 dollars, 
consumer units in 1929 had average 
incomes of $4,250. By 1947, this 
average had risen to $5,450, showing 
an annual growth rate of real income 
of 1.4 percent for the period. For the 
entire period 1929-62 the average rate 
of growth was 1.6 percent. The rate 
for the postwar period alone was 1.8 
percent with a slight decline in the 
most recent period. 

Tran sfers and property incomes lead 
the rise 

Family income is the sum of the 
incomes received by all family members 
from all sources. It includes wages 
and salaries net of social security taxes, 

' Aggregate fninily personal incomo excludes Incomes ro-
coivod by nonprolit institutions and certain military per
sonnel and tliercfore dillors from the total of personal incomo 
reported In tho preceding article. 

earnings from self-employment, divi
dends, interest, rent, and transfer paj'-
ments. In addition to these usual cash 
receipts, it also includes imputed items 
such as food and fuel raised and con
sumed on the farm and the net rent of 
owner-occupied dwelhngs. 

The accompanying table and chart 
show how average family personal in
come is allocated among the various 
types of income receipts. These aver
ages were obtained by dividing the 
total income of each type by the total 
number of families and unattached 
individuals and do not indicate, there
fore, average .amounts received by 
units primarily dependent upon specific 
sources. 

SHIFT OF CONSUMER UNITS INTO HIGHER 
INCOME CLASSES SINCE 1947 

In Both Current and Constant Dollars the 
Number Above $ 5,000 Increased 
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Table 1.—^Average Family Personal Income 
Before and After Federal Individual In 
come Tax Liability and Average Annual 
Farnings Per FuU-Time Employee 

Table 2.—Distribution of Consumer Units and Their Income by Family Income Level 

1020 

1947.— 
1948 
1949 

191)0 
1061 
1962 

1953 
1954 
10,56 

1950..— 
1957..--
1058 

1050 
1900 2 . . . 
1901«... 
1902 >— 

N u m b e r 
of families 
anil unttt-

taoliod 
Individ

uals 
(millions) 

30.1 

44.7 
40.3 
47.8 

48.0 
49.6 
60.2 

60.6 
61.2 
62.2 

62.8 
63.0 
64.0 

66.3 
60.1 
67.3 
68.0 

Average (mean) personal 
income iwr family a n d 
unattael iud indiv idual 

Before tax 

I n cur
ren t 

dollars 

$2,340 

4,130 
4,3.10 
4,170 

4,440 
4,000 
6,120 

6,390 
4.300 
5,040 

0,010 
0,240 
0,280 

0,820 
0,810 
0,920 
7,140 

I n 
1002 
dol

lars 1 

.$4,250 

5.450 
6,430 
6,250 

6,620 
5.720 
S.MO 

0,090 
5,000 
0,280 

0,680 
0,040 
0,600 

0,810 
0,030 
0,980 
7,140 

.\fl«r tax 

I n cur
ren t 

dollars 

$2, ,320 

3,720 
4,010 
3,860 

4,070 
4,420 
4.670 

4,810 
4,840 
5,090 

5,400 
6,010 
6,070 

6,040 
6,130 
0,210 
6,400 

I n 
1902 
dol

lars 1 

.$4,220 

4,910 
.6,010 
4,870 

6,000 
6,150 
6,220 

6,430 
6,420 
6.070 

6.920 
6.970 
6,020 

0,120 
0,230 
0,270 
0,400 

Average 
(mean) 
a imual 

earnings 
per full-
t ime em

ployee (in 
cur ren t 
dollars) 

$1,406 

2,689 
2.796 
2,851 

3,008 
.1,231 
3,414 

3,587 
3,070 
3,847 

4,030 
4,205 
4,346 

4,6.58 
4,707 
4,843 
5,024 

1. The price Indexes used as deflators are those employed 
in deflating the personal consumption expenditure series in 
the national incomo accounts. 

2. Includes Alaska and Hawnii, 

Family personal in
come (beforeincomo 
taxes) 

Under $2,000 
.$2,000-$3,099 
.$4,000-$5,OOB 
$0,000-$7,000 
$8,000-$9,0B0 

$10,000-$14,099 
.$15,000 and over... 

Tolal 

Under .$2,000...-
$2,fl00-$3,«99 
$4,000--$6,099 
$0,000-.$7,909 
$8,000-$0,999 

$10,000-$14,900. -
.$15,000 and over. 

Total 

Number of families and unattached individuals 
(millions) 

1047 

11.1 
17.1 
0.2 
3.8 
1.5 

1.2 
.8 

44.7 

1956 

8.2 
13.3 
13.0 
8.6 
3.7 

3.1 
1.8 

52.2 

1056 

7.7 
12.2 
13.0 

3.8 
2.2 

62.8 

1057 

7.0 
11.9 
13.0 
0.3 
5.0 

4.3 
2.5 

53.6 

1958 

7.7 
12.1 
13.0 
9.4 
8.1 

4.7 
2.0 

54. G 

1959 

7.6 
11.4 
12.4 
9.0 
6.7 

5.3 
3.1 

55.3 

10001 

7.3 
11.1 
12.2 
10.2 
6.9 

6.9 
3.5 

SB. l 

10011 

7.2 
11.1 
12.4 
10.6 
0.2 

6.3 
3.0 

67.3 

10021 

7.1 
10.0 
12.2 
10 
0.7 

0.9 
4.0 

68.(1 

Aggregate family personal incomo (billions of 
dollars) 

13.2 
51.2 
44.6 
20.0 
13.3 

14.3 
22.1 

184. G 

1066 

0.3 
40.7 
67.7 
6S.2 
32.5 

30.9 
48.9 

294.2 

1050 

8.7 
37.4 
67.5 
61.0 
30.7 

45.6 
,57.5 

317.4 

8.0 
30.2 
01.6 
04.3 
44.3 

61. 9 
64.7 

.334.0 

1068 

8.0 
37.1 
04.8 
04.9 
46.1 

5,5.9 
66.9 

343.3 

1069 

8.4 
34.8 
61.6 
08.5 
50.5 

63.2 
78.8 

3G5.8 

10601 

8.2 
33.8 
00.7 
70.5 
52.6 

71.1 
86.1 

381.9 

10011 

8.0 
33.8 
01.8 
72.8 
55.0 

75.1 
89.7 

39G.2 

19021 

7.8 
33.3 
01.1 
74.0 
60.5 

82.8 
00.7 

418.8 

Percent distribution 

16 
26 
26 
16 
7 

0 
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17 
8 
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100 

14 
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9 

8 
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14 
22 
24 
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9 

0 
5 

100 
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21 
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10 

10 
6 

100 

13 
20 
22 
IS 
10 
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6 

100 

13 
1« 
22 
18 
11 

11 
0 

100 

12 
1« 
21 
IH 
11 

12 
7 

100 

7 
28 
24 
14 
7 

8 
12 

100 

3 
14 
23 
20 
11 

12 
17 

too 

3 
12 
21 
10 
13 

14 
18 

100 

3 
II 
10 
19 
13 

16 
10 

100 

3 
11 
Ml 
10 
13 

16 
10 

100 

2 
10 
17 
19 
14 

17 
21 

100 

2 
ft 

16 
18 
14 

10 
22 

100 

2 
0 

15 
18 
14 

19 
23 

100 

2 
8 

14 
18 
14 

20 
24 

1. Includes Alaska and Hawaii. 

Table 3.—Distribution of Consumer Units by Kcal Income Level 

Family personal incomo In 
19fi2 dollars (hefore Income 
taxe.s) 

Under $2,000.. 
.S2,000-$3,000.. 
$4,000-$5,009.. 
.$0,000-$7,999.. 
$8,000-$0.009.. 

$10,000-$14,000... 
$15,000 and over.. 

Total-

Number of fandlies and unattached 
individuals (millions) 

1920 1041 1047 19.59 19601 19011 19621 

11.2 
13. 9 
.5.0 
2.4 
1.1 

}1.9 

11.3 
11.0 
0.2 
4.8 
1.8 

2.4 

41.4 

12.6 
11.7 
6.0 
3.1 

; 2.0 
I 1.5 

7.3 
10.0 
11.0 
10.1 
6.0 

.3.4 

55.3 

7.1 
10.0 
12.0 
10.2 
0.1 

6.2 
3.0 

5(i. 1 

7.1 
11.0 
12.3 
10.5 
0.3 

0.4 
3.7 

67.3 

7.1 
in. 0 
12.2 
10.8 
6.7 

6.9 
4.0 

Percent distribution 

1920 1041 1917 10.50 lOtiO ' 1061 1 19621 

31 
39 
15 
7 
3 

} •'• 
100 

100 

{ !] 
100 100 

13 
19 
22 
18 
11 

11 
0 

100 

12 
10 
21 
IS 

u 

100 

1. Includes Alaska and Hawaii. 

T a b l e 4 .—^Dis tr ibut ion o f Co i 

Fanil ly personal Incomo 
(before Incomo ta.xes) 

Under $1,000 
$1,000-.$1,999 
$2,000-.$2,000 
$3,000-$3,999 
$4,0OO-.$4,900 

$6,000-.$5,009 
$0,000-$7,499 
$7,500-$0,000 

$10,000-$14,009 
$15,000-$19,000 
•$20,000-$24,009 

*25,000-$40,900 
$.50,000 and over 

Total 

•Average (mean) family per-

Undcr $1,000.. 
$1,000-$1,009 
$2,000-$2,900 
$:i,000-$3,099 
$1,000-$1,090 

$5,000-.$5,090 
!n,000-.$7,490 
•W,500-.t0,900 

$!0,000-$14,909 

ji5,ooo-$iu,o99 :;:::...:; $20,000-.$24,090 

*2.5,O00-$4O,O0O 
•̂ W.OOO and over 

Total 

isumer Units and Their Family Pcrsonui Income by Family Personal Income Level, Selected Years 

N u m b e r of families and u n a t t a c h e d individuals ( thousands) 

1044 

4,362 
8,108 
8,702 
7,723 
4,536 

2,616 
2,269 
1,386 

707 
240 
108 

140 
40 

40,880 

1940 

3,826 
7,000 
8,701 
8,690 
5,304 

3,005 
2,547 
1,751 

1,070 
332 
143 

191 
64 

43,330 

1047 

3,748 
7,370 
8,469 
8,028 
6,725 

3,474 
3,161 
2,170 

1,100 
380 
107 

208 
55 

44,740 

105O 

3,861 
7,464 
8,001 
8,586 
7,054 

4,694 
3,836 
2,768 

1,636 
414 
218 

204 
84 

48,890 

1055 

}8,241 

5,917 
7,330 
7,328 

0,321 
0,025 
5,203 

3,008 
883 
378 

462 
116 

62,170 

1060 

7,713 

5,397 
6,700 
7,401 

0,241 
7,202 
6,116 

3,794 
1,112 

432 

512 
135 

52,850 

1057 

7,641 

5,374 
0,400 
0,806 

0,201 
7,552 
0,770 

4,312 
1,280 

496 

504 
147 

53,050 

1968 

7,080 

6,510 
0,629 
0,810 

0,228 
7,598 
0,879 

4,009 
1,372 

518 

677 
160 

54,620 

1069 

7,600 
5.294 
6,160 
0,310 

6,042 
7,820 
7,730 

5,204 
1,738 

690 

037 
180 

55,300 

10601 

7,313 

5,178 
5,038 
0,105 

6,098 
7,991 
8,002 

5,951 
1,040 

082 

604 
172 

60,0G0 

10011 

7,194 

6,138 
6,073 
0,270 

6,100 
8,248 
8,432 

0,270 

[3,041 

57,290 

Aggregate family personal income (millions of dollars) 

1944 

/ 2,300 
112,338 
21,038 
20,000 
20,201 

13,730 
14,042 
11,802 

8,483 
f 4, 216 

2,308 

4,051 
3,007 

147,721 

$3,014 

1940 

2,017 
11, 231 
22,007 
29,900 
23,050 

16, 725 
16,833 
14,005 

12, 784 
6,092 
3,106 

0,308 
4,837 

170,705 

$3,940 

1047 

1,073 
11,231 
21,170 
30,046 
25,883 

18, 057 
20,812 
18, 464 

14,300 
0,580 
3,700 

0,879 
4,902 

184,598 

.$4,126 

1060 

1,043 
11,333 
20, 273 
29,983 
31,533 

28,003 
26,678 
23,304 

18, 310 
7,083 
4,820 

0,743 
7,090 

217,202 

$4,444 

1956 

1 9,320 
14,871 
26,815 
33,021 

34, 0'18 
40,311 
44,468 

30, 916 
16,129 
8,382 

16,140 
10, 213 

294,239 

$5, 040 

1056 

8,088 

13, 556 
23,870 
33,321 

34, 208 
48,105 
52, 484 

4,5, COS 
10,081 
0,611 

17, 242 
11,540 

317,448 

$0,007 

10.57 

8,684 

13,483 
22, 7.58 
30,023 

33, 080 
80,472 
88,18? 

61,883 
22,117 
11,006 

18. 0.53 
12,030 

334,647 

$8, 238 

19,58 

8, .585 

13,817 
23,282 
30,507 

34,207 
60,877 
60,111 

56,802 
23,516 
11,511 

10,178 
12, 716 

343,257 

.$0, 284 

1050 

8,377 

13,282 
21, 604 
28,401 

33, 204 
52, 506 
66,387 

63,108 
29,030 
13,100 

21,066 
15,000 

305,795 

$6,816 

1060 1 

8,172 

13,000 
20,818 
27,721 

32,977 
63,700 
69,251 

71,130 
33, 218 
14, 488 

22,700 
14, 069 

381,907 

$8,812 

19611 

12,002 
20, 036 
28,231 

33, 600 
86, 404 
72, 410 

76,084 
1 

[80, 071 

J 
398, 228 

.$0, 910 

I 'ercont dis t r ibut ion 

10.7 
19.8 
21.4 
18.0 
11.1 

0.2 
5.5 
3.4 

1.7 
. 0 
. 3 

. 3 

. 1 

100.0 

. 8 . 8 
17.0 
20.3 
19.8 
12.4 

7.1 
6.9 
4.0 

2.6 
. 8 
. 3 

. 4 

. 1 

100.0 

8.4 
10.5 
18.0 
10.3 
12.8 

7.8 
7.0 
4.8 

2.7 
. 8 
.4 

. 5 

. 1 

100.0 

7.9 
16.3 
10.0 
17.0 
14.4 

9.0 
7.9 
6.0 

3.1 
. 8 
.4 

. 0 

. 2 

100.0 

} 15.8 

11.3 
14.1 
14.0 

12.1 
13.3 
10.0 

5.9 
1.7 
. 7 

. 0 

. 2 

100.0 

14.6 

10.2 
12.9 
14.0 

11.8 
13.0 
11.6 

7.2 
2.1 
. 8 

1.0 
. 2 

100.0 

14.2 

10.0 
12.1 
12.7 

11.0 
14.1 
12.0 

8.0 
2.4 
. 0 

1.1 
. 3 

100.0 

14.1 

10.1 
12.1 
12.5 

11.4 
13.0 
12.0 

8.5 
2.5 
. 0 

1.1 
. 3 

100.0 

13.0 

9.0 
11.1 
11.4 

10.0 
14.1 
14.0 

9.0 
3.1 
1.1 

1.2 
. 3 

100.0 

13.0 

0.2 
10.6 
11.0 

10.7 
11.3 
14.4 

10. 0 
3.5 
1.2 

1.2 
. 3 

100.0 

12.6 

0.0 
10.4 
11.0 

10.7 
14.4 
14.7 

11.0 

6.3 

100.0 

f 1.6 
1 8.4 

14.9 
18.3 
13.7 

0.3 
10.1 
8.0 

.5.7 
r 2.9 

1.0 

1 1:1 
100.0 

1.2 
0.8 

12.0 
17.5 
14.0 

0.8 
0.0 
8.7 

7.6 
3.3 
1.9 

3.7 
2.8 

100.0 

1.1 
6.1 

11.6 
10.3 
13.8 

10.2 
11.3 
10.0 

7.7 
3.0 
2.0 

3.7 
2.7 

• 100.0 

0.9 
6.2 
9.3 

13.8 
14.5 

11.8 
11.8 
10.8 

8.4 
3.3 
2.2 

4.5 
3.5 

100.0 

1 3.2 
5.1 
8.8 

11.2 

11.8 
1.5.8 
15.1 

12.8 
5.1 
2.8 

.5.1 
3.5 

100.0 

2.7 

4.3 
7.6 

10.6 

10.8 
15.2 
16.6 

11.4 
6.0 
3.0 

8.4 
3.7 

100.0 

2 0 

4.0 
6.8 
0.1 

10.1 
16.1 
17.4 

16.6 
0.0 
3.3 

5.7 
3.8 

100.0 

2.6 

4.0 
0.8 
8.9 

10.0 
14.8 
17.2 

10.3 
6.8 
3.4 

.5.0 
3.7 

100.0 

2.3 

3.0 
5.9 
7.8 

9.1 
14.4 
18.1 

17.3 
8.1 
3.0 

.5.7 
4.1 

100.0 

2.1 

3.4 
5.5 
7.3 

8.0 
14.1 
18.1 

18.6 
8.7 
3.8 

6.0 
3.8 

100.0 

2.0 

3 3 
6 3 
7 1 

8 5 

18 3 

1 

[ 22. a 

1 
100.0 

Includes Alaska and ITawuli. 
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Table 5.—Sources of Average Family Per
sonal Income (Before Income Taxes), 
1947-62 I 

Table 6.—Distribution of Families and Their Family Personal Income by Family Personal 
Income Level, 1955-61 

Year 

1947 
1948 
1040 
1050 

1951 
1952 
1053 
1954 

1055 
1060 
1057 
1058 

1050 
1000 > 
1961 a 
1002» 

Wages 
and 

salaries 

$2,032 
2,803 
2,605 
2,848 

3,260 
3,474 
3,717 
3,630 

3,833 
4,094 
4,220 
4,108 

4,441 
4,591 
4,699 
4,771 

Self-em
p loyment 
incomes 

$790 
865 
742 
766 

853 
834 
799 
783 

799 
814 
814 
828 

825 
808 
815 
830 

P r o p e r t y 
incomes 

$450 
486 
510 
501 

582 
603 
630 
069 

701 
730 
703 
806 

866 
896 
920 
901 

Transfer 
pay

m e n t s 

$201 

250 

253 
203 
282 
321 

338 
30O 
410 
483 

493 
617 
672 
879 

1, Pr ior to 1056 the s u m of these sources will not r o u n d to 
the average income shown in table 1. T h e above average 
sources are based on tho revised personal Income series p u b 
lished in U.S. Income and Output, whereas the averages in 
table 1 are those t h a t accord wi th tho previously publ ished 
d i s t r ibu t ions . 

2. Includes Alaska a n d H a w a i i . 

Over the postwar period all income 
components have increased. The most 
rapid rate of growth has been in transfer 
payments which are now 2.2 times their 
1947 level. Property incomes have 
increased almost as markedly, and, as 
was pointed out in the April 1962 
article, their receipt is more widespread 
among income classes. Wages and 
salaries at 1.8 times their 1947 level are, 
of com'se, the largest single source of 
income and account for about 67 per
cent of the total. The near stability 
of self-employment income is due pri
marily to the relative decline in the 
importance of agricultural income in 
the aggregate of family personal income. 
The average income from all som'ces of 
farm operator families, data for which 
are separately available, has risen only 
40 percent since 1947 compared with a 
rise of about 70 percent for all con
sumer units. The rise in income from 
nonfarm self-employment was on a par 
with the increase in wages. 

Despite the marked rise of transfer 
payments, they still account for only 
a small portion of the incomes received 
by families and unattached individuals, 
approximately 8 percent in 1962. The 
clianges in their composition that have 
taken place, however, have had impor
tant effects upon the family distribution 
by income size. An increase in retire
ment income, for example, encourages 
the setting up of separate households 

F a m i l y personal 
income (before 
Income taxes) 

N u m b e r of families ( thousands) 

1068 1956 1967 1088 1969 19001 1901' 

U n d e r .$2,000 
.$2,000-$2,099 
.$3,000-$3,909 
.$4,000-$4,000 

$6,000-.$6,999., 
$0,000-.$7, 499. 
$7,500-.$9,999., 

$10,OQO-$14,900... 
$15,000-.$10,000... 
$20,00O-.$24,000... 

$25,000-.$40,900... 
$50,000 and over . . 

Total 

3,048 
3,808 
5,802 
0,501 

6,943 
6,704 
5,006 

3,002 
884 
387 

436 
110 

42,670 

Average (mean) 
family personal 
Income 

Unde r $2,000.. 
$2,000-$2,909.. 
$3,O0O-$3,009-
$4,000-$4,GOO-. 

$5,OOO-$5,90».. 
$0,O0O-.$7,409.. 
$7,600-.$0,900-

$lO,0OO-$14,999.. 
$16,000-$19,999.. 
$20,000-$24,099.. 

$25,000-.$49,999-. 
$80,000 a n d over-

Total 

3,064 
3,348 
5,278 
6,630 

5,788 
6,035 
6,054 

3,714 
1,080 

421 

495 
128 

43,350 

3,873 
3,270 
4,800 
5,827 

5,000 
7,228 
0,588 

4,217 
1,204 

483 

544 
140 

43,670 

3,511 
3,330 
4,011 
8,733 

5,027 
7,226 
6,004 

4,502 
1,344 
600 

556 
142-

44.120 

3,602 
3,178 
4,400 
5,175 

8,306 
7,392 
7,493 

8,170 
1,707 

877 

013 
171 

44,780 

Aggregate family personal income 
(millions of dollars) 

1955 1960 1067 1968 1960 1900 < lOflt 1 

3,370 
3,088 
4,170 
4,943 

6,318 
7,490 
7,801 

5,811 
1,012 

038 

069 
103 

45,370 

3,2,12 
3,024 
4,136 
.4,004 

5,368 
7,674 
8,134 

0,117 

•3,551 

46,190 

4, 
9,030 

20, 703 
.29,009 

32,500 
44,843 
43,202 

30,130 
•14,805 

8,140 

14,696 
0, 090 

2G8,039 

.$0,303 

4,600 
8,440 

18, 017 
29,491. 

31,745 
46,393 
51,110 

44, 720 
18, 608 
0,368 

16, 651 
10,951 

290,G96 

$0, 706 

4,376 
8,281 

17,136 
26,276. 

31,040 
48,327 
58,501 

60, 701 
21, 070 
10, 744 

18, 273 
11, 003 

305,336 

$0, 002 

4,231 
8,444 

17, 203 
26,822. 

30,930 
48, 410 
67, 274 

54,505 
23,031 
11,231 

18, 434 
11,973 

311,727 

$7,065 

4,254 
8,020 

15,608 
23,.32a 

29,673 
40, 667 
04,305 

01, 712 
29,102 
12,809 

20, 255 
14, 263 

332,942 

$7, 436 

4,103 
7,790 

14,675, 
22,270! 

29,245 
60,387 
67,031 

09,479 
32, 648 
14,148 

21,033 
13, 795 

347,517 

$7,060 

3,934 
7,634 

14,551 
22,364 

20,466 
51,621 

73,178 

86,796 

359,4.12 

$7,782 

Percont distribution 

9.3 
8.0 

13.7 
15.4 

13.0 
16.7 
11.9 

7.0 
2.0 
.0 

1.0 
.3 

100.0 

8.4 
7.7 

12.2 
15.1 

13.4 
10.0 
13.7 

8.6 
2.6 
1.0 

1.1 
.3 

100.0 

8.2 
7.6 

11.1 
13.3 

13.0 
10.0 
15.1 

9.7 
2.0 
1.1 

1.2 
.3 

100.0 

8.0 
7.0 

11.1 
13.0 

12.7 
16.4 
15.1 

10.3 
3.0 
1.2 

1.3 
.3 

100.0 

7.8 
7.1 
9.8 

11.0 

12.0 
10.6 
16.7 

11.0 
3.8 
1.3 

1.4 
.4 

lOO.O 

7.4 
0.8 
9.2 

10.9 

11.7 
16.6 
17.2 

12.8 
4.2 
1.4 

1.5 
.4 

100.0 

7.0 
8.0 
9.0 

10.7 

11.0 
16.0 
17.0 

13.2 

• 7.7 

100.0 

1.8 
3.0 
7.7 

11.0 

12.1 
16.7 
16.1 

13.5 
6.5 
3.0 

5.4 
I 3.6 

100.0 

1.6 
2.9 
6.4 

10.1 

10.0 
10.0 
17.6 

16.4 
0.4 
3.2 

6.7 
3.8 

100.0 

1.6 
2.7 
6.0 
8.0 

10.2 
18.8 
18.8 

10.0 
7.1 
3.6 

0.0 
3.0 

100.0 

1.4 
2.7 
S.G 
8.3 

9.9 
15.5 
18.4 

17.5 
7.4 
3.0 

6.9 
3.8 

100.0 

1.3 
2.4 
4.7 
7.0 

8.9 
14.9 
10.3 

18.6 
8.7 
3.9 

6.1 
4.3 

100.0 

1.2 
2.2 
4.2 
6.4 

8.4 
14.6 
19.3 

20.0 
9.4 
4.1 

8.3 
4.0 

100.0 

1.1 
Z l 
4.0 
6.2 

8.2 
14.4 
19.4 

20.4 

24.2 

100.0 

1. Inc ludes Alaska and Hawai i . 

Table 7.—Distribution of Unattached Individuals and Their Family Personal Income by 
Family Personal Income Level, 1955-61 

F a m i l y personal 
incomo (before 
income taxes) 

U n d e r .$2,000-. 
$2,000-$2,099.-
$3,000-$3,009.. 
$4,O0O-.$4,O09.. 

$5,000-$5,900.. 
$fl,000-$7,490.. 
$7,600-$9,099.. 

$io,ooo-$i4,oao.. 
$18,000-$10,009. 
$20,000-$24,090.. 
$25,000-$49,000... 
$50,000 and ove r . 

Tota l 

Average (mean) 
family personal 
income 

Unde r $2,000-. 
$2,000-.$2,900..-
$3,O00-$3,090... 
$4,O0O-$4,O99... 

$6,000-.$5,999... 
$fl,000-$7,499..., 
$7,500-.$9,999..-

$10,000-$14,999. 
$15,0D0-$19,999. 
$20,000-$24,999. 

$25,000-.$19,990 
$50,000 and o v e r . . 

N u m b e r of una t t ached indiv iduals 
( thousands) 

1055 1060 1057 1958 1950 1060 i 1001 1 

4,203 
2,100 
1,477 

787 

378 
221 
138 

66 
10 
U 

16 
6 

9,500 

4,040 
2,052 
1,517 

803 

463 
208 
101 

81 
22 
11 

17 
0 

9,500 

4,008 
2,095 
1,021 

080 

640 
324 
103 

96 
28 
12 

20 
7 

9,980 

4,100 
2,171 
1,718 
1,077 

001 
371 
218 

107 
28 

10,500 

3,998 
2,115 
1,744 
1,141 

647 
438 
237 

124 
31 
13 

24 
8 

10,520 

3,943 
2,090 
1,708 
1,222 

683 
sot 
261 

140 
33 
14 

20 
0 

10,690 

Aggregate family personal incomo 
(millions of dollars) 

3,902 
2,113 
1,837 
1,316 

761 
871 
298 

162 

• 91 

11,100 

4,436 
6,238 
5,112 
3,412 

2,048 
1,468 
1,176 

770 
r 324 
I 242 

546 
I 623 

25,300 

.$2,003 

4,188 
5,100 
5,202 
3,830 

2,403 
1,772 
1,308 

948 
383 
243 

601 
605 

26,762 

$2,810 

1957 

4,209 
6,222 
6,023 
4,347 

2,040 
2,146 
1,681 

1,121 
438 
262 

673 

29,311 

$2,037 

1058 1960 1000 > 1061 > 

4,304 
5,403 
5,950 
4,775 

3,277 
2,468 
1,837 

1,207 
484 
280 

744 
742 

,31,530 

$3,003 

4,123 
5,202 
6,058 
6,076 

3,631 
2,809 
2,022 

1,466 
527 
201 

802 
807 

32,853 

$3,123 

4,009 
6,210 
0,144 
6,441 

3,731 
3,313 
2,220 

1,651 
671 
310 

857 
873 

34,390 

$3,217 

4,086 
6.268 
0,384 
6,806 

4,100 
3,783 
2,628 

1,905 

2,870 i 

36,796 

$3,316 

Percent distribution 

45.2 
22.2 
16.8 
8.1 

4.0 
2.3 
1.4 

.7 

.2 

.1 

.2 

.1 

Total 100.0 

42.0 
21.0 
10.0 
0.1 

4.8 
2.8 
1.7 

.8 

.2 

.1 

.2 

.1 

100.0 

40.8 
21.0 
10.2 
0.8 

6.4 
3.2 
1.0 

1.0 
.3 
.1 

.2 

.1 

100.0 

30.7 
20.7 
10.4 
10.3 

8.7 
3.6 
2.0 

1.0 
.3 
.1 

.2 

.1 

100.0 

38.0 
20.1 
10.0 
10.8 

0.1 
4.2 
2.3 

1.2 
.3 
.1 

.2 

.1 

100.0 

30.0 
10.0 
10.0 
11.4 

0.4 
4.7 
2.4 

1.3 
.3 
.1 

.2 

.1 

100.0 

38.7 
10.0 
10.0 
11.8 

6.8 
5.2 
2.7 

1.5 

1 '^ 

100.0 

17.5 
20.7 
20.2 
13.4 

8.1 
5.8 
4.0 

3.1 
f 1.3 

1.0 

2.2 
. 2.1 

100.0 

16.7 
19.1 
19.7 
14.3 

9.2 
0.0 
8.1 

3.0 
1.4 
.9 

2.2 
2.2 

100.0 

14.4 
17.8 
10.2 
14.8 

10.0 
7.3 
6.7 

3.8 
1.5 
.9 

2.3 
2.3 

100.0 

13.0 
17.1 
18.9 
15.2 

10.4 
7.8 
5.8 

4.0 
1.5 
.9 

2.4 
2.4 

100.0 

12.0 
10.0 
18.4 
15.5 

10.7 
8.8 
0.2 

4.4 
1.6 
.0 

2.4 
2.6 

100.0 

11.8 
15.1 
17.9 
16.8 

10.9 
0.0 
6.6 

4.8 
1.7 
.9 

2.5 
2.6 

100.0 

11.1 
14.3 
17.4 
15.9 

11.2 
10.3 
6.0 

5.2 

7.7 

100.0 

1. Includes Alaska and Hawaii. 
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which characteristically will be found 
in the lower portion of the distribution. 
Pensions—OASI, railroad, military and 
Federal, State or local civilian—have 
risen 13 fold since 1947. In 1961, the 
latest year for which details are avail
able, they accounted for 50 percent of 
total transfer payments, while unem
ployment and injury compensation, 
veterans payments and assistimce con
tributed 21, 13, and 11 percent, 
respectively. 

Changes in distribution 

As noted in the accompanying chart, 
marked shifts have occurred in the 
number of units classified at the various 
income levels since the early postwar" 
j^ear 1947. In that year, about three-
fourths of the consumer units were 
found in income classes below $5,000 
of current income. By 1962, this group 
accounted for about two-fifths of all 
consumer units. This decline has 
resulted in a mai'ked increase in the 
percentage of units receiving income of 
between $5,000 and $10,000 and above 
$10,000. The latter group, in par
ticular, has sho^vn a notable increase 
from 4% percent in 1947 to nearly 19 
percent in 1962. 

Since substantial increases in prices 
have occurred over the period, it is 
pertinent to examine differences in the 
absolute distributions after abstracting 
from such changes. The accompanying 
chart also presents summary informa
tion on the 1947 distribution measured 
in 1962 prices. The shifts to the upper 
income levels are not so marked as in 
the case of the unadjusted series; nor 
has the decline of units at the lowest 
income level been as substantial. 

With the exception of recession years, 
the decline in the number of units at the 
lowest level—the group under $2,000— 
has been continuous. Beginning in 
about 1956, however, the movement out 
of this class appears to have slowed 
down. It should be noted that the 
number of units classified at the lowest 
level of income is subject to relatively 
higher estimating error than is the case 
for other classes. Detailed and accu
rate information necessary for making 
reliable estimates of income for this 
group are, by and large, lacking and 

T a b l e 8 . — D i s t r i b u t i o n o f F a r m O p e r a t o r F a m i l i e s a n d T h e i r F a m i l y P e r s o n a l I n c o m e b y 
F a m i l y P e r s o n a l I n c o m e L e v e l , 1 9 5 5 - 6 1 

F a m i l y pe r sona l i n 
como (before income 
taxes) 

Unde r $2,000.. 
.$2,000-$2,099.. 
$3,000-$3,999.. 
.$4,000-.$4,999.. 

$5,000-$6,999.. 
.$6,000-.$7,490.. 
$7,500-.$9,900.. 

$10,000-$14,009.. 
$15,000-$10,090.. 
$20,000-$24,909.. 

$25,000-.$I9,009... 
$60,000 and o v e r -

Total.. 

-•Vverage (mean) family 
personal Incomo 

Unde r .$2,000 
$2,000-$2,990 
.$.S,000-$3,990 
•$4,000-$4,900 

$5,000-$8,000.. 
$6,0fl0-$7,499.. 
$7,600-$0,000.. 

$10,000-$14,009. 
.$16,000-$19,000. 
$20,O00-.$24,O00-

$26,000-$49,000... 
$50,000 and over.. 

Total 

N u m b e r of farm operator families 
( thousands) 

1956 1960 1987 1988 1080 10601 10011 

1,600 
072 
772 
646 

383 
336 
240 

183 
42 
18 

21 
4 

,608 
044 
754 
536 

387 
344 
240 

158 
44 
19 

21 
6 

1,427 
911 
730 
529 

380 
383 
265 

104 
40 
10 

22 
6 

4,856 

1,210 
850 
009 
542 

40S 
407 
310 

200 
00 
24 

27 
0 

4,749 

1,293 
850 
605 
615 

380 
362 
204 

170 
40 
20 

23 
8 

4,041 

1,160 
813 
606 
517 

300 
301 
208 

193 
57 
23 

20 
0 

4,640 

1,010 
753 
025 
829 

301 
417 
348 

224 

133 

1,430 

Aggregate family personal income (millions of 
dollars) 

1055 1050 1057 1958 1060 1060' 1901 i 

1,000 
2,400 
2,080 
2,447 

2,003 
2,232 
2,050 

1,830 
721 
306 

604 
371 

19,927 

.$3,917 

1,887 
2, 339 
2,622 
2,402 

2,110 
2, 292 
2,130 

1,896 
761 
410 

720 
387 

19,952 

$1,015 

1,703 
2,258 
2.502 
2,300 

2.127 
2,354 
2,180 

1,957 
787 
427 

714 
431 

19,905 

.M,1U 

1,552 
2,109 
2,435 
2,422 

2,230 
2,710 
2,053 

2,387 
1,010 

637 

872 
630 

21,408 

$4,621 

1,034 
2,127 
2,421 
2,300 

2,108 
2,418 
2,205 

2,032 
837 
450 

744 
451 

19,787 

$4,204 

1,482 
2,020 
2,323 
2,314 

2,138 
2,013 
2, 845 

2,207 
074 
817 

510 

20,571 

.$•1, 531 

1,316 
1,878 
2,180 
2,364 

2,146 
2, 786 
2,973 

2,009 

k 3,340 

21,652 

.$4,881 

Percent d is t r ibut ion 

31.6 
19.1 
16.2 
10.7 

7.5 
0.0 
4.7 

3.0 
.8 
.4 

.4 

.1 

100.0 

30.3 
10.0 
15.2 
10.8 

7.8 
0.0 
6.0 

3.2 
.0 
.4 

.4 

. 1 

100.0 

20.4 
18.8 
15.1 
10.0 

8.0 
7.3 
.5.3 

3.4 
.0 
.4 

.4 

.1 

100.0 

25.6 
17.9 
14.7 
11.4 

8.6 
8.6 
0.5 

4.2 
1.3 
.8 

. 8 

. 1 

100.0 

27.8 
18.6 
16.0 
11.1 

8.3 
7.8 
5.7 

3.7 
1.1 

.4 

. 8 

. 1 

100.0 

25.5 
17.0 
14.7 
11.4 

8.0 
8.0 
0.0 

4.2 
1.3 
. 0 

.0 

. 1 

100.0 

22.0 
17.0 
14.1 
11.9 

8.8 
0.4 
7.8 

5.0 

I 3.1 

100,0 

10.0 
12.1 
13.4 
12.3 

10.5 
11.2 
10.3 

9.2 
3.0 
2.0 

3.5 
1.0 

100.0 

9,5 
11.7 
13.1 
12.0 

10.0 
11.6 
10.7 

0.6 
3.8 
2.1 

3.0 
1.0 

100.0 

0.0 
11.3 
12.8 
11.8 

10.7 
11.8 
11.0 

9.8 
3.0 
2.1 

3.0 
2.2 

100.0 

7.2 
0.8 

11.3 
11.3 

10.4 
12.7 
12.4 

11.1 
4.7 
2.5 

4.1 
2.8 

100.0 

8.3 
10.7 
12.2 
11.0 

10.7 
12.2 
11.4 

10.3 
4.2 
2.3 

3.8 
2.3 

100.0 

7.2 
0.8 

11.3 
11.2 

10.4 
12.7 
12.4 

11.2 
4.7 
2.8 

4.1 
2.5 

100.0 

fi. 1 
S. 7 

10. 1 
10. u 

9.0 
12. 0 
13.7 

15.4 

100.0 

1. Includes Alaska and Uawai i . 

T a b l e 9 . — D i s t r i b u t i o n o f N o n f a r m F a m i l i e s a n d T h e i r F a m i l y P e r s o n a l I n c o m e b y F a m i l y 
P e r s o n a l I n c o m e L e v e l , 1955-61 

F a m i l y personal 
Income (before 
income tn.xes) 

Under $2,000., 
$2,000-$2,999.. 
$3,000-.$3,000.. 
$4,000-$4,999.. 

$8,000-.$8,099.. 
$6,000-$7,499.. 
$7,600-$0,000.. 

$10,000-$14,999-. 
$16,000-$10,099.. 
.$20,000-$24,900.. 

$26,000-$40,909.-., 
$50,000 and over . 

Total 

-Average (mean) family 
personal Incomo 

Unde r .$2,000.. 
$2,000-$2,099.. 
$3,000-.$3,099.. 
$4,00O-$4,990.. 

$5,000-$5,009.. 
$6,000-$7,409.. 
$7,500-$9,009.. 

$10,000-$14,099... 
$15,000-$19,099... 
.$20,000-$24,099-.-

$25,000-$40,900.-. 
$50,000 and ove r . 

Total.. 

N u m b e r of nonfarm families ( thousands) 

1055 1080 1087 1068 1069 190O' 19611 

2,347 
2.837 
6,090 
0,016 

6, 660 
6, 368 
4,825 

2,850 
822 
349 

416 
105 

2,156 
2,401 
4. .825 
6,002 

6,400 
6,501 
6,700 

3,685 
1,040 
402 

473 
124 

38,381 

2,140 
2,308 
4,133 
8,208 

6,271 
0, 876 
0,330 

4,064 
1,218 
404 

522 
138 

38,814 

2,205 
2,480 
4,213 
5,101 

5,219 
0,810 
0,354 

4,301 
1,284 

482 

528 
130 

39,371 

2,209 
2,320 
3,711 
4,000 

5,010 
7, 029 
7,220 

5,000 
1,058 

557 

600 
166 

40,139 

2,210 
2,275 
3, 504 
4,425 

4,025 
7,090 
7,604 

5,618 
1,855 

015 

043 
187 

40,830 

2,218 
2,271 
3,611 
4, 436 

4, OOli 
7, 257 
7,780 

8,893 

•3,420 

41,754 

Aggregate family personal Incomo 
(millions of dollars) 

1055 1950 1057 1058 1059 10001 1001' 

2,804 
7,227 

18,023 
27,103 

30, 50' 
42,610 
41,233 

34,306 
14,084 

7,740 

13,902 
9,318 

249,012 

$0,020 

2,012 
0,107 

15, 995 
27, 090 

29. 029 
44,101 
48, 980 

42,824 
17,947 
8,957 

16, 032 
10, 504 

270,744 

$7,054 

2,683 
0,003 

14, 573 
23, 010 

28, 014 
45,073 
54,312 

48, 804 
20, 892 
10,317 

17, ,859 
11,631 

286,371 

.$7, 362 

2,720 
<•), 335 

14, 858 
23,400 

28, 0O3 
46,700 
54, 021 

62, 208 
22,016 
10, 004 

17, 602 
11, 443 

290,259 

$7, 372 

2. 620 
5,1 

13,085 
21,020 

27,665 
47,240 
02,100 

50,080 
28, 206 
12,350 

10,510 
13, 802 

313,155 

$7,802 

2,021 
5,770 

12. 352 
10, 060 

27,107 
47,774 
04, 487 

07, 182 
31, 074 
13, 628 

21, 004 
13, 285 

326,94C 

$8,007 

2. 618 
ft, 7511 

12. 371 
20. 000 

27, 320 
48. 836 
00, 015 

70, 510 

•83, 465 

.137, 760 

.$8, 000 

Percont d is t r ibut ion 

0.3 
7.0 

13.5 
10.0 

14.8 
16.9 
12.8 

7.0 
2.2 

.0 

1.1 
.3 

100.0 

5.6 
0.3 

11.8 
18.6 

14.1 
17.2 
14.9 

0.3 
2.7 
1.0 

1.2 
. 3 

100.0 

5.6 
8.1 

10.7 
13.7 

13.0 
17.7 
16.3 

10.4 
3.1 
1.2 

1.3 
.4 

100.0 

5.8 
0.3 

10.7 
13.2 

13.3 
17.3 
16.1 

11.1 
3.3 
1.2 

1.3 
.4 

100.0 

5.6 
6.8 
0.2 

11.6 

12 5 
17.6 
18.0 

12 6 
4.1 
1.4 

1.8 
.4 

100.0 

8.4 
8.6 
8.6 

10.8 

12.1 
17.4 
18.4 

13.8 
4.4 
1.5 

1.0 
.4 

100.0 

5.3 
6.4 
8.4 

10.6 

11.9 
17.4 
18.7 

14.1 

1 I 8.2 
1 J 
100.0 

1.2 
2.0 
7.2 

10. 0 

12.2 
17.1 
10.0 

13.8 
6.7 
3.1 

5.6 
3.7 

100.0 

1.0 
2.3 
5.0 

10.0 

10.0 
10.3 
18.1 

15.8 
8.6 
3.3 

5.0 
3.9 

100.0 

0.0 
2.1 
5.1 
8.4 

10.1 
16.1 
10.0 

17.1 
7.3 
3.0 

8.2 
4.1 

100.0 

0.9 
2.2 
8.1 
8.1 

0.0 
16.7 
18.8 

18.0 
7.0 
3.7 

0.0 
4.0 

100.0 

0.8 
1.0 
4.2 
0.7 

8.8 
15.1 
10.8 

19.1 
9.0 
4.0 

0.2 
4.4 

100.0 

0.8 
1.8 
3.8 
8.1 

8.3 
14.6 
19.7 

20.5 
0.7 
4.2 

0.4 
4.1 

100.0 

0.8 
1.7 
3.7 
6.0 

8.1 
14.4 
10.8 

20.9 

24.; 

100.0 

1. Incluiles Alaska and Hawai i . 
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Table 10.—Number of Consumer Units and Persons, and Aggregate and Average Family Personal Income, 1955-61 

April 1903. / 
i 
I 

Year 

1965 
1950 
1967 
1968 
1959 
1060 ' 
1901 1 

Families and unattached Individuals 

Number of 
consumer 

units 
(millions) 

62.2 
52 8 
53.0 
64.0 
85.3 
50.1 
57.3 

Number of persons 

Total 
(millions) 

102.7 
106.8 
109.0 
172.1 
176.1 
178.8 
181.0 

Average 
number 

per 
consumer 

unit 

3.12 
3.14 
3.15 
3.15 
3.17 
3.19 
3.10 

Family personal Incomo 

Amount 
(billions) 

of dollars) 

204.2 
317.4 
334.6 
343.3 
365.8 
381.0 
300.2 

Average Incomo 

Per 
consumer 

unit 
(dollars) 

5.640 
0,007 
6,238 
0,284 
0,615 
0,812 
0,010 

Per 
capita 

(doUors) 

1,808 
1,915 
1,980 
1,905 
2,000 
2,130 
2,189 

Families 

Number of 
families 

(millions) 

42.7 
43.4 
43.7 
44.1 
44.8 
46.4 
46.2 

Number of persons 

Total 
(millions) 

183.2 
150.3 
150.0 
101.0 
104.5 
108.1 
109.9 

Average 
number 

per 
family 

3.59 
3.00 
3.04 
3.00 
3.07 
3.71 
3.68 

Family personal incomo 

Amount 
(billions) 
of dollars) 

208.9 
290.7 
308.3 
311.7 
332.0 
347.6 
359.4 

Per 
family 

(dollars) 

0,303 
0,706 
6,002 
7,005 
7, 436 
7,600 
7,782 

Per 
capi ta 

(dollarii) 

1,765 
1,800 
1,020 
1,030 
2,023 
2,067 
2,115 

Una t t ached indiv iduals 

N u m b e r of 
una t t ached 
Individuals 
(millions) 

0.6 
0.5 

10.0 
10.5 
10.5 
10.7 
11.1 

F a m i l y personal 
income 

A m o u n t 
(billions 

of 
dollars) 

25.3 
20.8 
20.3 
31.5 
32.0 
34.4 
30.8 

Per 
capita 

(dollars) 

2,663 
2,810 
2,937 
3,003 
3,123 
3,217 
3,315 

1. Includes Alaska and Ilowall. 

Table 11.—Distribut 
Liability A m o 

Quinlilo 

2 
3 
4 

To ta l 

1066: Lowest 
0 

3 
4 

Highest 

Total 

1057: Lowest 
2 
3 
4-

HlBhest 

Tota l 

1058: Lowest . 
2 
3 
4 

Highest 

Tota l 

1050: Lowest 
2 
3 
4 

Highest 

Tota l 

1000:' Lowest 
2 
3 
4 

Highes t 

Total 

2 
3 
4 

Highest 

Total 

on of Family Personal Income and Federal Individual Income Tax 
ng Quinti les and Top 5 Percent of Consumer Units , 1955-61' 

Percen 

Fandly 
personal 
income 

4.8 
11.3 
16.4 
22.3 
46.2 

100.0 

20.3 

4.8 

n.3 
16.3 
22.3 
4.8. 3 

100.0 

20.2 

4.7 
11.1 
10.3 
22.4 
45.5 

100.0 

20.2 

4.7 
11.0 
10.3 
22.5 
45.5 

100.0 

20.0 

4.0 
10.0 
10.3 
22.0 
45.6 

100.0 

20.0 

4.6 
10.0 
16.4 
22.7 
45.4 

100.0 

19.0 

4.0 
11.0 
10.4 
22.0 
45.4 

100.0 

: 19.6 

distribution of— 

Ta.v 
liabil i ty 

L 4 
6.0 

10.0 
18.9 
02.8 

100.0 

30.2 

L 5 
6.2 

11.0 
10.0 
62.3 

100.0 

38.5 

L 5 
6.2 

11.3 
18.9 
02.1 

100.0 

38.3 

L 5 
0.0 

1 L 5 
10.1 
61.9 

100.0 

37.0 

L 5 
0.1 

11.8 
10.0 
01.0 

100.0 

37.2 

1.6 
6.3 

12.2 
10.1 
60.8 

' 100.0 

30.1 

1.0 
0.3 

12.2 
19.0 
00.9 

100.0 

36.2 

Aftor-
ta.\ 

incomo 

5.2 
11.9 
17.0 
22.7 
43.2 

100.0 

18.2 

5.2 
11.9 
10.9 
22.6 
43.4 

100.0 

18.1 

6.0 
11.7 
10.0 
22.8 
43.0 

100.0 

18.1 

8.0 
11.6 
16.8 
22.0 
43.7 

100.0 

18.1 

4.9 

n.8 
16.8 
23.0 
43.8 

100.0 

18.0 

4.9 
11.6 
16.8 
23.1 
43.7 

100.0 

17.7 

.5.0 
11.6 
10.0 
23.0 
43.0 

100.0 

17.7 

Mean amount of— 

Fami ly 
personal 
incomo 
(dollars) 

1,385 
3,200 
4,034 
6,290 

12,722 

5,640 

22,803 

1,437 
3,403 
4,808 
6,001 

13,004 

G,007 

24,210 

1,402 
3,471 
5,087 
0,083 

14,185 

6,238 

25,130 

1,472 
3,480 
5,116 
7,003 

14, 292 

6,284 

26,124 

1,513 
3.616 
,6,306 
7,474 

15,070 

0,616 

26,408 

1,500 
3, 725 
.8,674 
7,724 

15,470 

6,812 

26,695 

1,003 
3,805 
5,066 
7,820 

15,078 

6,916 

27,060 

Tax 
liability 
(dollars) 

30 
168 
208 
.520 

1,728 

550 

4,317 

40 
188 
333 
571 

1,880 

604 

4,053 

48 
100 
350 
500 

1,054 

630 

4,822 

45 
186 
353 
587 

1,005 

616 

4,628 

51 
207 
307 
042 

2,081 

07G 

6,020 

64 
215 
417 
0.58 

2,087 

08G 

4,967 

67 
223 
429 
671 

2,147 

705 

5,106 

After
tax 

incomo 
(dollars) 

1,310 
3,036 
4,336 
,5, 770 

10, 994 

5,090 

18,570 

1,301 
3,215 
4,505 
6,120 

11, 724 

6,403 

19, 658 

1,413 
3,275 
4,731 
6,380 

12,232 

5,608 

20,317 

1,427 
3,294 
4,702 
0,470 

12,387 

6,G69 

20,405 

1,462 
3,407 
4,090 
0,832 

12, 095 

6,9.19 

21,382 

1,500 
3, 610 
5,157 
7,000 

13,302 

6,120 

21,738 

1,540 
3,583 
•8,230 
7,168 

13,531 

0,211 

21,040 

Tax 
rate 

(percont) 

2.9 
6.1 
0.4 
8.3 

13.0 

9.8 

18.0 

3.2 
5.5 
0.8 
8.5 

13.8 

10.0 

10.2 

3.3 
6.0 
7.0 
8.5 

13.8 

10.1 

10.2 

3.0 
5.3 
0.9 
8.3 

13.3 

9.8 

18.4 

3.4 
,5.7 
7.4 
8.0 

13.8 

10.2 

10.0 

• 3.8 
5.8 
7.6 
8.8 

13.6 

10.1 

18.0 

3.0 
6.8 
7.0 
8.0 

13.7 

10.2 

18.0 

Lower incomo limit 
of Quintilo" 

Defore-
tax basis 
(dollars) 

2,300 
3,020 
5,370 
7,410 

13,070 

2,540 
4,170 
8,080 
7,000 

13,000 

2,890 
4,280 
,8,940 
8,320 

14,880 

2,610 
4,290 
5,970 
8,460 

14,700 

2,600 
4,,WO 
0,320 
8,010 

15,740 

2,770 
4,050 
0, 630 
0,200 

10,220 

2,840 
4,730 
0,030 
0,380 

10,430 

After
tax basis 
(dollars) 

2,280 
3,710 
4,080 
6,760 

11,780 

2,420 
3,020 
5,240 
7,200 

12,480 

2,400 
4,020 
6,470 
7,500 

12,900 

2,400 
4,030 
.5, .820 
7,730 

13,080 

2,5,'iO 
4,210 
5,800 
8,130 

13,720 

2,630 
4,340 
0,000 
8,440 

14,100 

2,700 
4,420 
0,070 
8,540 

14,300 

1. Consumer units are ranked by size of family personal incomo. In addition to April 1058 issue of SURVEY OF CURBENT 
BUSINESS, see tablo 3 of "Incomo Distribution in tho United States, by Size, 1044-60." 

2. Bounded to nearest $10. 
3. Includes Alaska and Hawaii. 

data becoming available currently have 
not yet been incorporated in the present 
estimates. 

Concentration in middle income 
levels 

In 1947, the heaviest concentration 
of families and unattached individuals 
was found in the $3,000-$4,000 incomo 
class. With the increase in average 
family personal income the modal 
income has risen. This upward move
ment was temporarily checked by the 
1954 recession. Since 1956, the mode 
has been in the $4,000-$5,000 class. 

As the distribution has moved up
ward, it has also flattened out. In
stead of a high concentration in one or 
two income classes, families are now 
more evenly spread over the middle 
income groups. In 1947, fully 50 per
cent of all units were accounted for in 
the modal class of $3,000-$4,000 and in 
the two adjacent classes. In 1962, tho 
same percentage of units was spread 
over 5 classes centered on the modal 
class. I t is interesting to note that the 
percentage of units in each of these 
classes is quite uniform. None of them 
contained more than 10.6 percent or 
less than 8.5 percent of the total. 

The tendency of the distribution to 
contain many classes of near uniform 
concentration is not to be confused 
\vith changes in the underlying relative 
distribution of income. In order to 
examine the latter, it is convenient to 
divide the units, arrayed in order of 
size, into 5 equal divisions called quin
tiles. Table 11 shows such an airangc-
ment and provides tho percentage of 
total income found in each quintile as 

file:///vith
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T a b l e 1 2 . — D i s t r i b u t i o n o f F e d e r a l I n d i v i d u a l I n c o m e T a x L i a b i l i t y o f C o n s u m e r U n i t s , A v e r a g e T a x , A v e r a g e I n c o m e , a n d T a x R a t e , b y 
F a m i l y P e r s o n a l I n c o m e L e v e l , 1 9 5 5 - 6 1 

Paml ly personal incomo 
(before income taxes) 

1965 

Federal ind iv idua l incomo 
tax liability 

A m o u n t 
(millions 

of 
dollars) 

Percent 
distr i
but ion 

Avorago 
(dollars) 

Average 
family 

personal 
incomo 
(dollars) 

T a x 
r a t e 
(per
cent) 

1060 

Federal indiv idual incomo 
tax l iabil i ty 

A m o u n t 
(millions 

ot 
dollars) 

Percen t 
distr i
bu t ion 

Average 
(dollars) 

Averngo 
family 

personal 
income 
(dollars) 

T a x 
rato 
(per
cent) 

1087 

Federal indiv idual Incomo 
tax l iabil i ty 

- \ m o u n t 
(millions 

of 
dollars) 

Percent 
distr i
bu t ion 

Average 
(dollars) 

Average 
family 

personal 
incomo 
(dollars) 

T a x 
ra te 
(per
cent) 

Under $2,000.- . . 
S2,000-$2,009 
.S3,000-.$3,999 
$4,O0O-$4,909 

S5,000-$5,099 
SO,000-$7,499 
$7,600-$9,099 

$10,000-.tl4,000-.. 
$15.000-$10,000-.. 
$20,000-$24,000.-. 

S25,000-$40,999— 
$50,000 ond over. 

Total 

204 
034 

1,387 
2,047 

2,586 
3,083 
4,062 

3,727 
1,944 
1,322 

3,160 
3,005 

28,700 

0.7 
2.4 
4.8 
7.1 

0.0 
13.9 
14.1 

13.0 
0.8 
4.0 

11.0 
12.0 

100.0 

25 
118 
189 
270 

409 
676 
779 

1,215 
2,200 
3,406 

0,097 
31,208 

650 

1,132 
2,513 
3,618 
4,600 

5,482 
0,088 
8,547 

12,031 
17,120 
22,170 

33,624 
88,003 

6i640 

2.2 
4.0 
5.4 
0.2 

7.5 
8.0 
0.1 

10.1 
12.8 
15.8 

20.0 
35.3 

9.8 

100 
655 

1,323 
2,093 

2,572 
4,147 
4,776 

4,600 
2,443 
1,509 

3,587 
4,005 

31,900 

0.0 
2.0 
4.2 
6.8 

8.1 
13.0 
16.0 

14.4 
7.7 
4.7 

11.2 
12.5 

100.0 

25 
121 
105 

. 2 8 3 

412 
575 
781 

1,212 
2,107 
3,404 

7,004 
20,771 

1,120 
2,611 
3,514 
4,602 

8,481 
6,687 
8,883 

12,037 
17,101 
22,255 

33,607 
85,810 

6,007 

2.2 
4.8 
6.6 
0.3 

7.8 
8.6 
9.1 

10.1 
12.8 
15.7 

20.8 
34.7 

10.0 

107 
050 

1,277 
1,035 

2,833 
4,271 
6,101 

6,122 
2,772 
1,091 

3,807 
4,294 

33,800 

0.0 
1.0 
3.8 
6.7 

7.8 
12.0 
18.4 

18.2 
8.2 
8.0 

11.4 
12.7 

100.0 

20 
121 
197 
284 

408 
600 
706 

1,188 
2,150 
3,417 

0,850 
20,143 

1,123 
2,500 
3,607 
4,409 

6,480 
0,083 
8,678 

12,032 
17,154 
22,244 

33,623 
85, 760 

6,2.38 

2.3 
4 .8 
6.0 
6.3 

7.5 
8.5 
8.9 

9.9 
12.5 
16.4 

20 .4 
34.0 

10.0 

1068 1050 

Family personal incomo 
(before income taxes) 

Federal indiv idual incomo 
tax l iabil i ty 

A m o u n t 
(millions 

of 
dollars) 

Percent 
dis tr i 
bu t ion 

Average 
(dollars) 

Avorago 
family 

personal 
incomo 
(dollars) 

T a x 
ra te 
(per
cent) 

Federal indiv idual incomo 
tax l iabil i ty 

A m o u n t 
(millions 

of 
dollars) 

Percent 
distr i
bu t ion 

Average 
(dollars) 

Average 
family 

personal 
incomo 
(dollars) 

T a x 
rato 
(per
cent) 

Federal individual income 
tax liability 

Amoun t 
(millions 

of 
dollars) 

Percent 
distr i
but ion 

Average 
(dollars) 

Averoge 
family 

personal 
incomo 
(dollars) 

T a x 
ra to 
(per
cent) 

Under $2,000. . . . 
$2,000-.$2,O00 
$.3,000-$3,900 
.$4,000-$4,099 

$5,000-$8,000 
SO,000-$7,499 
.$7,S00-$9,009 

$10,000-$14,099... 
S15,000-$19,099... 
•520,000-$24,009.-, 

S25,000-$10,099... 
$.i0,000 and over. 

Total 

180 
GOO 

1,229 
1,897 

2,600 
4,184 
6,142 

5,400 
2,801 
1,718 

3,801 
4,070 

3 3 , COO 

0.6 
L 8 
3.7 
5.6 

7.5 
12.6 
18.3 

16.1 
8.6 
5.1 

U . 3 
12.1 

100.0 

23 
110 
185 
270 

401 
661 
747 

1,160 
2,080 
3,313 

0,880 
27,108 

615 

1,118 
2,613 
3,507 
4,403 

6,492 
0,096 
8,603 

11,005 
17,144 
22,203 

33,230 
84,800 

6,284 

2.1 
4.4 
5.3 
0.2 

7.3 
8.2 
8.7 

0.7 
12.2 
14.9 

10.8 
32.0 

9.8 

191 
620 

1,200 
1,818 

2,481 
4,425 
5,800 

0,100 
3,044 
1,000 

4,213 
4,780 

37,370 

0.6 
1.7 
3.2 
4.0 

0.0 
11.8 
18.7 

10.0 
0.8 
6.2 

11.3 
12.7 

100.0 

20 
110 
105 
288 

411 
505 
788 

1,169 
2,000 
3,320 

6,610 
20,613 

67G 

1,117 
2,509 
3,500 
4,407 

5,495 
0,714 
8,588 

11,033 
17,048 
22,188 

33,081 
83,803 

6,615 

2.3 
4.7 
6.6 
0.4 

7.6 
8.4 
8.8 

9.8 
12.3 
16.0 

20.0 
31.0 

10.2 

187 
612 

1,152 
1,704 

2,440 
4,450 
5,094 

0,78S 
3,978 
2,107 

4,442 
4,647 

38,470 

0.5 
1.0 
3.0 
4.0 

6.4 
11.0 
15.0 

17.0 
10.3 
6.5 

11.6 
11.8 

100.0 

26 
118 
194 
286 

6,57 
744 

1, Ml 
2,016 
3,230 

6,401 
20, 449 

68G 

1,117 
2,512 
3,500 
4,400 

5,408 
0,720 
8,500 

11,952 
17,073 
22,160 

32,838 
86,326 

G,812 

2.3 
4.7 
6.6 
6.4 

7.4 
8.3 
8.7 

9.6 
12.0 
14.6 

19.6 
31.0 

10.1 

Fami ly personal Income (before incomo taxes) 

Under $2,000. 
S2,000-$2,fl90.. 
$3,000-.$3,090.. 
SI,000-$4,000.. 

I *5,000-$5,090 
1 Sli,000-$7,499 . 

<i7,,'i00-$0,090.. 

S10,000-$14,090 . 
S15,000-$19,099 . 
•520,000-$24,999 . 

, I S25,000-$49,099... 
J I 550,000 and o v e r . 

Total. . 

1001 ' 

Fodoral ind iv idua l Income tax 
l iabi l i ty 

A m o u n t 
(millions 

of dollars) 

184 
000 

1,155 
1,704 

2,489 
4,029 
0,205 

7,227 

16,031 

40,410 

Pe rcen t 
d is t r ibu

t ion 

0.5 
1.6 
2.0 
4.4 

0.2 
11.4 
15.8 

17.9 

39.8 

100.0 

Avorago 
(dollars) 

20 
118 
104 
286 

407 
601 
746 

1,181 

4,403 

705 

Average 
family 

personal 
Incomo 
(dollars) 

1,115 
2,611 
3,606 
4,406 

8,408 
0,720 

11,068 

24,028 

6,916 

T a x rato 
(percent) 

2.3 
4.7 
5.6 
0.4 

7.4 
8.4 
8.7 

0.6 

17.9 

10.1 

1. Includes Alaska and Hawa i i . 

iwcll as the upper and lower limits of 
i fin n i l cn™., i. 

h 

each segment. 
As can be seen by examining the 

percent of income received by each of 

the quintiles, the relative distribution 
of income has remained essentially con
stant over the period covered by the 
table. This approximate stability of 

the shares of each of the quintiles is 
characteristic of the relative distribu
tion of income throughout tho postwar 
period. 

Impact of the Federal income tax 

As can be seen from a comparison of 
the proportion of income in each quin
tile on a before and after tax basis, 
the progressive tax structure has mod
ified the relative distribution of income. 
The share of total incomes received by 
the lowest quintile, for example, in
creased from 4.6 percent on a before-tax 
basis to 5.0 percent after payment of 
the Federal income tax. For the high
est 20 percent of the units, the shoi-e 
changed from 45.4 percent to 43.6 
percent. If the changes in the tax 
schedule which are cm-rently proposed 

file://-/mount
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Table 13.—Distribution of Consumer Units and of Family Personal Income After Federal Individual Income Tax Liability, by Level of 
After-Tax Income, 1955-61 

F a m i l y personal income 
after Federal Indiv idual 
Income tax l iabil i ty 

U n d e r $2,000 
$2,OflO-S2,090 
$3,000-$3,099 
$l,000-$4,000 

$5,000-$6,009 
$0,000-$7,499 
$7,500-$9,000 

.$io,ooo-$i4,oon 
$I5,000-$19,009 
$20,000 and ovor 

Total 

Family personal Income 
after Federal Individual 
hicome tax liability 

Under $2,000 
$2,000-$2,900 
.$3,O0O-.$3,O0» 
$4,O00-$l,900 

$5,OO0-$5,O99 
$0,000-87,409 
$7,600-$9,099 

$10,000-$I4,999 
$15,000-$10,099 
$20,000 and over 

Total -

Family personal income af 

1955 

Number 
of fam

ilies and 
unat
tached 
Indi

viduals 
(tliou-
sojids) 

8,768 
0,610 
7,902 
8,107 

6,604 
0,0,W 
4,032 

2, .800 
720 
018 

52,170 

After-tax family 
personal Income 

Aggregate 
(millions 

of 
dollars) 

10,110 
16,401 
28,039 
30,826 

30,665 
40,275 
34,303 

30,830 
12,437 
19, 038 

265,539 

Average 
(dollars) 

1,155 
2,510 
3,508 
4,403 

5,477 
0,657 
8,500 

11, m3 
17,061 
31, 775 

5,090 

Percen t 
d is t r ibu t ion 

N u m b e r 

16.8 
12.5 
1.8.3 
15.7 

12,8 
11.0 
7.7 

5.0 
1.4 
1.2 

160.0 

After tax 
Incomo 

3.8 
0.2 

10.6 
13.0 

13.8 
1,8. 2 
12.0 

11. 0 
4.7 
7.4 

100.0 

1058 

Number 
of fam

ilies and 
imat-
tached 
Indi

viduals 
(thou
sands) 

8,0S2 
6,102 
7,302 
7,810 

6,830 
0,000 
6,860 

3,011 
1,0118 

828 

51,020 

tor Federal 
labil i ty 

. \f ter-tax family 
personal Income 

Aggregate 
(millions 

of 
dollars) 

9,191 
15,359 
25,0.10 
33, 786 

37, .824 
46, 717 
60,058 

46,413 
I.S, (iOO 
20,073 

309, 067 

Average 
(dollars) 

1,138 
2,817 
3, .800 
4,493 

8,487 
0,078 
8,847 

11,808 
16, 970 
31,810 

6, 060 

individual Income 

$3,000-$3,000 
$4,000-$4,000 - -

$5,000-$6,99n 
$0,O0O-$7,499 -

1. Includes Alaska and I l awal l . 

Percent 
distribution 

Number 

14.8 
11.2 
1.3.5 
13.8 

12.8 
12.8 
10.7 

7.2 
2.0 
1.8 

100.0 

.\ftertax 
Incomo 

3.0 
.8.0 
8.4 

10.0 

12.1 
16.1 
10.1 

16.0 
6.0 
8.4 

100.0 

Number of 
families 

and 
unattached 
Individuals 
(thousands) 

7,008 
8,080 
0,060 
7,062 

6,805 
8,083 
7,335 

6,371 
} 2,501 

67,290 

1050 

Number 
of fam

ilies and 
unat
tached 
indi

viduals 
(thou
sands) 

8,212 
8,934 
7,801 
8,182 

0,709 
0,378 
4,032 

3,206 
883 
714 

52,850 

After-tax family 
personal Incomo 

Aggregate 
(millions 

of 
dollar.s) 

0,4.80 
15,070 
26, 086 
36, 627 

37,205 
42, 632 
41, 900 

38,170 
1.8,026 
22, 872 

285,548 

Average 
(dollars) 

1,1,82 
2,619 
3,616 
4,403 

6,485 
6,085 
8,516 

11,911 
17,007 
31,021 

5,403 

Percent 
distribution 

Number 

15.6 
11.3 
14.4 
15.4 

12.0 
12.1 
0.3 

6.1 
1.7 
1.3 

100.0 

.\ftcr tax 
Incomo 

3.3 
8.3 
0.3 

12.8 

13.1 
14.0 
14.7 

13.4 
5.3 
7.0 

100.0 

1059 

Number 
of fam

ilies and 
unat
tached 
Indi

viduals 
(thou
sands) 

7,034 
8,8.86 
0,821 
7,090 

6,730 
7,540 
0,011 

4,817 
1,200 

026 

55, ,300 

.\fter-tax family 
personal Incomo 

Aggregate 
(millions 

of 
dollars) 

0,037 
14,713 
23,022 
31 891 

36, 986 
50,613 
50, 879 

83,018 
21, .801 
20,398 

328,425 

10611 

After-tax family per
sonal Incomo 

Aggregate 
(millions 
dollars) 

8,042 
14,300 
23,400 
31,738 

37, 877 
64,130 
02, 901 

04,022 
88,802 

355,818 

Average 
(dollars) 

1,136 
2,514 
3,509 
4,500 

6.493 
0. 603 
8,711 

11,920 
22, 703 

6,211 

Avorago 
(dollars) 

1,139 
2, .813 
3,807 
4,408 

5,402 
0,094 
8, ,8,88 

11,937 
1(1, 9-13 
31, 720 

6,9.39 

Percont 
distribution 

Number 

14.4 
10.6 
12.3 
12.8 

12.2 
13.0 
12.0 

8.2 
2.3 
1.0 

100.0 

Percent distribution 

Number 

13.3 
0.9 

11.7 
12.3 

12.0 
14.1 
12.8 

9.4 
4.5 

lOO.O 

After tax 
income 

2.4 
4.0 
0.0 
8.0 

10.0 
16.2 
17.7 

18.0 
10.0 

100.0 

After tax 
Incomo 

2.8 
4.8 
7.3 
9.7 

11.2 
15.4 
17.2 

10.4 
0.6 
0.0 

100.0 

1057 

Number 
of fam

ilies and 
unat
tached 
indi

viduals 
(thou
sands) 

8,131 
a, 050 
7,185 
7,040 

0,808 
0,821 
5,642 

3,075 
1,023 

707 

53,060 

. \f ter-tax family 
personal Incomo 

Aggregate 
(millions 

of 
dollars) 

0,334 
14,094 
26,207 
34,431 

37, 731 
48, ,883 
47, 205 

43, 786 
17.392 
28,184 

300,847 

Average 
(dollars) 

1,148 
2, ,816 
3,508 
4, £02 

6,494 
6.083 
8,617 

11,914 
17,001 
31, 013 

6,008 

Percen t 
d is t r ibu t ion 

N u m b e r 

16.2 
11.1 
13.4 
14.3 

12.8 
12.7 
10.3 

6.8 
LO 
1.6 

100.0 

After tax 
incomo 

3.1 
.8.0 
8.4 

11.4 

12. .1 
1,8.2 
16.7 

14.0 
.8.8 
8.3 

100.0 

1060 

Number 
of fam

ilies and 
unat
tached 
indi

viduals 
(thou
sands) 

7,727 
.8,714 
0,022 
6,006 

6,727 
7,818 
6,076 

5,120 
1,440 

008 

m, OGO 

After-tax family 
personal Income 

Aggregate 
(millions 

ot 
dollars) 

8,708 
14, S.'iS 
23,220 
31,082 

30,044 
,82,383 
60, 835 

61,148 
24,480 
31,174 

34.3,437 

Average 
(dollars) 

1,139 
2,813 
3,508 
4,501 

5,402 
0,700 
8,678 

11,920 
10, 033 
31,220 

6,120 

Percent 
distribution 

Number 

13.8 
10.2 
11.8 
12.3 

12.0 
14.0 
12.4 

0.1 
2.0 
1.8 

100.0 

After tax 
income 

2.0 
4.2 
6.8 
0.0 

10. S 
1.82 
17.4 

17.8 
7.1 
0.1 

100.0 

are adopted, some change in the impact 
of the tax structure on the relative 
distribution of income can be expected 
but cannot be appraised at this time. 

It is important to note that the 
effects of the progressivity of the tax 
structure would be even more apparent 
if additional detail were available for 
the extremely high before-tax-inconies. 
As can be seen from the tablo, the 
upper 5 percent of the distribution be
gins at $16,430, an income point at 
which the very high tax rates are not 
yet effective. 
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